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Aim:
Mother’s Day and God’s creation.
Objectives: 
· Make a butterfly Mother’s Day card
· Learn about the Monarch butterfly
Preparation:

· Photocopy (and enlarge if you wish) enough copies of the butterfly outline to play butterfly beetles.  (Laminate if you have access to one so this can be used again).
· Cut out the pieces of the butterfly for beetles.
· Get some dice.
· Gather together resources and materials needed for hand painted butterfly card including newspapers.
· Source the music for the song “If I were a butterfly”
Pre SetUp:

· Set up area for painting with newspapers etc
· Lay out butterfly beetles game

SetUp:

Usual Setup, roll call etc.
Devotions:

Our theme this term is Sky and for the next two weeks we will be focusing on Mother’s Day.
Do you like going outside with your mum or grandma on a nice day, maybe into your garden at home or to the botanical gardens?  A day when the sky is lovely and blue and the sun is shining, it is on days like this where there are lots of plants and flowers, that we see butterflies flitting around.  Butterflies are beautiful, flying insects with large scaly wings. Like all insects, they have six jointed legs, 3 body parts, a pair of antennae, and compound eyes.     

One of the most beautiful butterflies is the Monarch butterfly. Female Monarchs lay their eggs singly on the underside of milkweed leaves. When the egg hatches into a caterpillar, its meals (the leaves of the milkweed plant) are easily available. The caterpillar's first meal is its own eggshell. After that, Monarch caterpillars eat the poisonous milkweed leaves to incorporate the milkweed toxins into their bodies in order to poison their predators.  The Monarch is considered a good insect because its caterpillar eats the noxious milkweed plant which invades some farms here in NZ. 
The caterpillar becomes a butterfly.  Although it is beautiful in colour the Monarch is a poisonous butterfly. Animals that eat a Monarch get very sick and vomit (but generally do not die). These animals remember that this brightly-coloured butterfly made them very sick so they avoid all Monarchs in future.  Monarchs are found all around the world in sub-tropical to tropical areas. 
The Monarch butterfly is one of God’s creations, and you know there is a saying that "God couldn't be everywhere, that’s why he created mothers."    When we think of God and his wonderful creation, let’s remember our mum’s, grandmas or that special person in our lives, because God has asked them to look after us, to provide us with whatever we need.  Just like the Monarch butterfly gets all his needs from the milkweed plant and from nature, we are cared for by those special people around us.      Close in prayer.
Song:

If I were a butterfly.
[image: image3.png]


Game:

Butterfly beetles:

Each team will be given a copy of the butterfly outline (attached), a dice plus a copy of the butterfly cut into parts.  Teams need to throw a six to start which is the main body of the butterfly, and then the other parts can be done in any order.
For each part of the body throw:


6
Main body


5
Upper wing on one side

4
Upper wing on other side

3
Lower wing on one side

2
Lower wing on other side

1
Antennae
Activity:
Butterfly Handprint and Poem:
Handprint: 

Equipment:

· Three or four different colours of tempera paint plus black
· White construction paper 
· Contrasting construction paper or card
· Paint brushes
· Black marker pen
What to do:

· On the inside of each girl’s hand, paint black from the tip of the middle finger down to the bottom of the palm, this is the butterfly’s body.
· Next colour the palm on both sides of the black line – the first colour.
· Then paint the thumb and pinkie finger with the second colours.
· Lastly paint the last two remaining fingers with the third colour.  
· Next press the hand onto the piece of white construction paper or card. Make sure to keep the middle finger still and move the other fingers to expand the "wings" of the butterfly. 
· When the paint dries add antennae with a marker.
· Cut out butterfly and mount on the contrasting piece of construction paper or card with the following poem (page attached with multiple copies for photocopying).
This isn't just a Butterfly
As you can plainly see.
I made it with my hand
Which is a part of me.
It comes with lots of Love
Especially to say
I hope you have a very
Happy Mother's Day
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Aim:

Mother’s Day and sharing God’s love
Objectives:
· Learn about sharing God’s love.

· Paint a picture and make a twig easel as a Mother’s Day gift.
Preparation:

· Gather twigs or small branches to frame the pictures and make the easel
· Blue and green tempera paint
· Paint brushes
· White cardboard to do the picture on
· Pictures of flowers OR box of tissues to make carnation flowers
· Newspapers
· PVA glue or hot glue gun
· Twine or yarn
Pre Setup:

· Set out equipment for the craft activity.
SetUp:

Usual setup, roll call etc.
Devotions:
Sharing God’s love.
Bible Text:  2 Timothy 2:24 “A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with other people”.

Do you want to be God’s Servant Helpers?

God made each person that you see every day, and He loves them all in a very special way.  Since He lives inside of you, He needs YOU to go out and share His love with everyone and particularly with your family.  As we focus on Mother’s, Grandma’s or that special person’s day, let us think of ways that we can be God’s Servant Helpers:
Ask girls what they think they could do?

What acts of kindness could they do to show God’s love not only at home but in the community?
Remind them that if they see someone that needs help, to try to help them the best they can.

What does 2 Timothy say we must not do to be God’s Servant Helpers?

As a group get the girls to come up with an thing that they will all do throughout this next week showing God’s love through kindness e.g. ask mum each day if there is a chore they can do to help her out.  
Close with a prayer and the Butterfly Song.

Teaching Session:
The activity is to paint a small picture, frame it with twigs and make a twig stand – a gift for mum or a special person, on Mother’s Day.
Equipment:

· Twigs – collect these prior to the session.

· Pictures of flowers OR girls could make carnation flowers out of tissues, to put on their picture.
· PVA glue or hot glue gun

· Twine or yarn

· Scissors

· Cardboard (size to fit twig frame)

· Green and blue tempera paint
Picture:
· Paint the cardboard using green for the lower part of the painting, and blue for the top representing grass and sky – leave to dry.

· Girls’ to choose which flower they want to put on their picture OR make a carnation flower out of tissues.

Easel:

· Cut three long twigs and one short one.  Hot glue two of the long twigs and the short twig together, forming an A shape. Wrap the joints with twine or yarn.
· Glue the remaining long twig to the A shape you just made, forming a tripod (a three-legged stand).  Wrap the joint with twine or yarn. 
· Cut four twigs to fit around your painting.  Using hot glue, glue the twigs around the cardboard, forming a rustic frame. Rest your framed picture on your easel for a really cute display.

Games:

If you need time to let the paint dry before framing the picture, play some games.

Closing prayer.

Notices:

Home:
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